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Visitors gather at food trucks during Culver City's 2017 Art Walk and Roll Festival. Source: https://www.culvercityartwalk.com 
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Figure 1: COVID-19 Relief Funds for Cultural Workers

City 

Amount 
Per 

Capita3 

Maximum 
Individual 

Grant 

Total Relief 
Fund 

Amount Funding Sources 

Baltimore, MD $0.16 $500 $94,400 
City-sponsored arts nonprofit, state 

council, private foundations 

Boston, MA $0.17 $500 $120,000 
City department, arts center, private 

donors 

Houston, TX $0.03 $1,000 $77,900 
City department, City-sponsored arts 

nonprofit, private donors 

Los Angeles, CA4 $0.04 $1,200 $160,000 City department 

Providence, RI $0.09 $1,000 $100,000 City department, state council, private 
donors 

Source: HR&A 

1 As of this report’s writing, at least 20 U.S. cities are offering COVID-19 relief funds for art and culture workers. Source: 

Americans for the Arts.  
2 “L.A. City Council approves plans to turn developer fees into emergency arts grants”, Los Angeles Times, May 16, 2020. 
3 As of April 17, 2020. Most funds are soliciting contributions on a rolling basis, as needed, so these figures are 

minimums. 
4 Does not include the amounts raised by specific council districts for district-level relief. 

https://www.americansforthearts.org/by-topic/disaster-preparedness/coronavirus-covid-19-resource-and-response-center
https://www.latimes.com/entertainment-arts/story/2020-05-16/coronavirus-emergency-arts-grants-los-angeles-city-council-approves-using-developer-fees
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5 “How Boston and Other American Cities Support and Sustain the Arts”, The Boston Foundation (2016). 
6 City of Baltimore’s “Fiscal 2018 Agency Detail – Volume II”, Board of Estimates Recommendations, and BOPA’s 2017 

990 form filed with the IRS. 

https://www.tbf.org/-/media/tbforg/files/reports/arts-report_jan-7-2016.pdf?la=en
https://bbmr.baltimorecity.gov/sites/default/files/Agency_Detail_Vol2_FINAL_2017-05-05.pdf%20and%20BOPA’s%202017%20form%20990
https://bbmr.baltimorecity.gov/sites/default/files/Agency_Detail_Vol2_FINAL_2017-05-05.pdf%20and%20BOPA’s%202017%20form%20990
https://bbmr.baltimorecity.gov/sites/default/files/Agency_Detail_Vol2_FINAL_2017-05-05.pdf%20and%20BOPA’s%202017%20form%20990


A performance by Heidi Duckler Dance at the Baldwin Hills Overlook (2017), supported by Culver City's 

Performing Arts Grant Program. Photo: City of Culver City. 
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7 “Projecting Possibilities,” Helms Bakery District (2020).  

8 Telephone communications, Angela Anthony, HBD, August 31, 2020. 
9 The City Council considered an item related to this issue at its August 24, 2020 meeting (Agenda Item A-3). Below are 

links to the staff report and associated Creative Economy Connect Stakeholder Meeting Summary Report:  

Staff Report:  

https://culver-

city.legistar.com/ViewReport.ashx?M=R&N=TextL5&GID=535&ID=26908&GUID=LATEST&Title=Staff+Report,  

Creative Economy Connect Stakeholder Meeting Summary Report:  

https://culver-city.legistar.com/View.ashx?M=F&ID=8732646&GUID=BBF2F9B1-B089-48AE-9005-C0B58BF3ABDA. 
11 City of Berkeley Percentage for Public Art on Private Projects ordinance (7579). 

https://helmsbakerydistrict.com/projecting-possibilities/
https://culver-city.legistar.com/ViewReport.ashx?M=R&N=TextL5&GID=535&ID=26908&GUID=LATEST&Title=Staff+Report
https://culver-city.legistar.com/ViewReport.ashx?M=R&N=TextL5&GID=535&ID=26908&GUID=LATEST&Title=Staff+Report
https://culver-city.legistar.com/View.ashx?M=F&ID=8732646&GUID=BBF2F9B1-B089-48AE-9005-C0B58BF3ABDA
https://www.cityofberkeley.info/uploadedFiles/City_Manager/Level_3_-_Civic_Arts/2017-10-17%20Item%2007%20Amend%20the%20One-Percent%20for%20Art.pdf


"Rainbow" (2012) by Tony Tasset, commissioned under Culver City's Art in Public Places Program. Photo: Joshua White / 

jwpictures.com 
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11 City of Berkeley Percentage for Public Art on Private Projects ordinance (7579). 

https://www.cityofberkeley.info/uploadedFiles/City_Manager/Level_3_-_Civic_Arts/2017-10-17%20Item%2007%20Amend%20the%20One-Percent%20for%20Art.pdf


I M P A C T  

B E S T  P R A C T I C E S  

▪ 

▪ 

▪ 


